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March 31, 1993
Ms. Donna Searcy, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: PR Docket No. 92-235

e ——————————

Dear Ms. Searcy:

The Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (MSPOA) would
like to submit comments in response to the above-captioned
docket, the FCC's proposed Part 88. As the statewide association
of sheriffs, the MSPOA represents all fifty-six (56) counties in
Montana and actively works to influence issues which impact all
law enforcement. Montana sheriffs are responsible for law
enforcement across vast, often sparsely populated regions of this
state. Our radio systems are critically important for protection
of the lives and property of all Montana citizens and visitors to
our state.

We are large users of private land mobile radio (PLMR) systems.
Our primary systems are based on VHF high band mobile relays,
often sited high above average terrain for the most cost-
effective coverage. As a group, Montana sheriffs operate 69
mobile relays in the police radio service, covering over 100,000
square miles ofrvaried forest, agricultural, and residential
area. We use an additional 70 mobile relays licensed in the
local government and fire radio services for countywide or rural
operations. Over 4000 mobile units are used on these systems.

Impact

The Commission's proposed rules would have a major financial
impact on our operations. Emitted radiated power (ERP)
reductions based on transmitter height above average terrain
(HAAT) would require us to add an estimated 250 more mobile
relays to cover the same area we do today. We conservatively
estimate the Commission's proposed rules effective January 1,
1996 would cost Montana sheriff offices $4.3 million. In










